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but I ask you to think about this. We have
got to do this for our country. Together, so
many of you have more influence over dif-
ferent kinds of people that you will never
meet, that you’re not aware of, than a Presi-
dent’s speech can bring to bear.

For 30 years the American family has been
under assault. The assault attacked black
families first because they were most vulner-
able economically. The same thing is now
happening to other families. More and more
children are born out of wedlock; more and
more children are being born without par-
ents; more and more children being aban-
doned; more and more kids growing up in
violent neighborhoods. The racial differences
were largely determined by who got hit first
because of economic vulnerability. But now
it is happening to everybody. So 30 years of
family assault, 20 years where most working
people had stagnant wages, 20 years of devel-
oping huge pockets where no one had a
job—there have always been poor people in
this country, but most of them have always
been able to work—12 years in which we ex-
ploded public debt by consuming in the
present instead of investing more in the fu-
ture, these things happened over a long pe-
riod of time.

Meanwhile, we want more and more en-
tertainment, more and more instantaneously,
as Michael said. We want more and more
news, more and more instantaneously. Just
give us the thing and let us focus on some-
thing else. For all of us who have highly
structured, successful lives where our atten-
tion is diverted to the big fundamental things
in our life, this works fine. For people living
in chaos, it is a disaster.

And so I ask you, while you entertain the
rest of us, let us together do something to
rebuild the bonds of community, to restore
the spirit of these children, to give people
a chance to build whole lives around solid
values so that they, too, will have internal
structures that will permit them the luxury
of the diversion some of us call entertain-
ment.

We must rebuild this country fundamen-
tally. And we have to have the support of
people who can shape our culture to do it.
It is our job, and if we do it, we will be proud
we did.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:48 p.m. at the
Creative Artists Agency (CAA). In his remarks,
he referred to CAA chairman Michael Ovitz and
his wife, Judy; Bill Haber and Ron Meyer, CAA
partners; David Wilhelm, chairman, Democratic
National Committee; Kathleen Brown, California
State treasurer; and Gray Davis, California State
comptroller.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Felipe Gonzalez of Spain
December 6, 1993

North Korea

Q. Mr. President, the IAEA has apparently
rejected the North Korean response. Do you
agree with that rejection?

The President. Well, what the IAEA has
said is that they didn’t think it was entirely
adequate. But we have to go back and re-
spond to them and we—at least they came
forward, they reacted to our initiative. And
we’re consulting with the South Koreans
now. We’ll have a conversation with them
and see what happens.

Q. Was it inadequate in your eyes——
The President. Well, obviously they didn’t

say, ‘‘We liked everything the United States
said,’’ and yes. So we were hoping that we
could move more quickly, but I’m not en-
tirely discouraged. We’re talking to the South
Koreans, and then we’ll go back to the——

GATT

Q. Do you think the GATT agreement will
be reached today in Brussels, Mr. President?

The President. I don’t know. I just spoke
with Ambassador Kantor right before the
Prime Minister came in, and they’ve made
some more progress. There are still a couple
of sticking issues. We’ll just see.

Q. On agriculture?
The President. I think they’re doing quite

well on agriculture. We’ll have to see.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]
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Meeting With Haitian Leaders

Q. Mr. President, are you going to be
meeting with President Aristide and Prime
Minister Malval today? And what will you
want to be discussing with them?

The President. I don’t think we’ll have
a final decision on that until sometime after
noon. So I can’t say yet. But we’ll let you
know as soon as we know for sure.

Spain

Q. Do you forecast many differences be-
tween the social security system between
Spain and the United States?

The President. Are there many dif-
ferences?

Q. Yeah.
The President. Well, there are some, but

I’m really looking forward to my conversation
with the Prime Minister about it. All the
countries, in Europe, Japan, and the United
States, we’re all having many of the same
troubles. We’re having troubles creating new
jobs and growing the economy.

I think Spain clearly would benefit from
any initiative we can all take to increase eco-
nomic growth throughout the world. It’s hard
for any of us to grow unless the overall world
economy is growing. And I really admire the
reforms the Prime Minister has pursued, and
I’m going to do what I can to support a high
rate of growth in the world which would
drive the unemployment rate in Spain down.
I think it’s very important.

Cuba

Q. Mr. President, the embargo?
Q. Do you bring that to your hand—some-

thing about the Cuban embargo?
The President. I’m sure we’ll talk about

Cuba.
Q. The end of the embargo, maybe?
The President. Not today, no.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:37 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Felipe
Gonzalez of Spain
December 6, 1993

The President. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. In April, I had the honor and
the pleasure of welcoming King Juan Carlos
and Queen Sofia of Spain to the White
House. Today, on the 15th anniversary of
Spain’s constitutions, I’m delighted to wel-
come Prime Minister Gonzalez.

When Spain hosted the Olympics last year,
the world reveled in the modern bustle of
Barcelona and the timeless beauty of the Ibe-
rian countryside. Spain’s vibrant example in-
spires those around the world who are work-
ing to release market forces and political
freedom from the shackles of the past. And
few countries share as many rich cultural and
historical ties to Spain as does America. The
land on which I was born was once a part
of the Spanish empire.

Our two countries are friends and allies.
For over a decade, Prime Minister Gonzalez
has led Spain with vision and with purpose.
In our discussions today, I praised the Prime
Minister for Spain’s achievements at home
during his years in office and for the increas-
ingly important role Spain has come to play
in the international community. As a strong
NATO ally, vigorous proponent of European
integration, current member of the U.N. Se-
curity Council, and significant trading nation,
Spain has earned and exercised positions of
true global leadership. Spain is serving the
cause of humanitarian relief through its ad-
mirable participation in the U.N. protective
force in Bosnia. We were all deeply saddened
to learn about the death of a Spanish officer
and the wounding of another there over the
weekend. In Central America, Spain contin-
ues to provide important support for the de-
velopment of peaceful and prosperous de-
mocracies. And the Madrid Conference, or-
ganized by Spain in 1991, helped make pos-
sible a fundamental shift in the dynamics of
the Middle East.

Today, the seeds planted in the Madrid
are beginning to bear fruit as the Middle East
moves closer to a just and lasting peace.
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